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8 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord. 
9 
“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 

As the rain and the snow 
    come down from heaven, 
and do not return to it 
    without watering the earth 
and making it bud and flourish, 
    so that it yields seed for the sower and 
bread for the eater, 
11 

so is my word that goes out from my 
mouth: 
    It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 
    and achieve the purpose for which I 
sent it. 
12 

You will go out in joy 
    and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and hills 
    will burst into song before you, 
and all the trees of the field 
    will clap their hands. 
13 

Instead of the thornbush will grow the  
juniper, and instead of briers  
         the myrtle will grow. 
This will be for the Lord’s renown, 
    for an everlasting sign, 
    that will endure forever.” 

“Come, all you who are thirsty,  
    come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without cost. 
2 
Why spend money on what is not bread, 
   and your labor on what does not satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 
   and you will delight in the richest of fare. 
3 
Give ear and come to me; 
    listen, that you may live. 
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
    my faithful love promised to David. 
4 
See, I have made him a witness to the  

peoples, a ruler and commander of the  
peoples. 
5 
Surely you will summon nations you know 

not, and nations you do not know will come 
running to you,  
        because of the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has endowed you with  
splendor.” 

6 
Seek the Lord while he may be 

found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 
Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have 
mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely  
pardon. 
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14 
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 

the Spirit, and news about him spread 
through the whole countryside. 

15 
He was 

teaching in their synagogues, and every-
one praised him. 

16 
He went to Nazareth, where he had 

been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was 
his custom. He stood up to read, 

17 
and 

the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found 
the place where it is written: 

18 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the 
poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim  
freedom for the prisoners and  
recovery of sight for the blind, to 
set the oppressed free, 
19 

    to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” 

20 
Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back 

to the attendant and sat down. The eyes 
of everyone in the synagogue were fas-
tened on him. 

21 
He began by saying to 

them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” 

 

22 
All spoke well of him and were amazed at 

the gracious words that came from his lips. 
“Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 
Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote 

this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ 
And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your 
hometown what we have heard that you did 
in Capernaum.’” 

24 
“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no  

prophet is accepted in his hometown. 
25 

I  
assure you that there were many widows in 
Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut 
for three and a half years and there was a se-
vere famine throughout the land. 

26 
Yet Elijah 

was not sent to any of them, but to a widow 
in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 

27 
And 

there were many in Israel with leprosy in the 
time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of 
them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

28 
All the people in the synagogue were  

furious when they heard this. 
29 

They got up, 
drove him out of the town, and took him to 
the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 

30 
But 

he walked right through the crowd and went 
on his way. 


