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ON THE COVER  
Main photo: Pastor Kevin Santiago with children 
from his congregation (Peace Mennonite Commu-
nity Church) and children a part of His Little Feet, 
a traveling choir for international children raising 
support for their education and future. Photo 
provided by Kevin Santiago.

Small photo: Bishop Alvin Motley and Pastor Dio-
genes Arauz of the Evangelical Garifuna Mission 
district of LMC. Photo by Mercedes Thomas.

June 18–21 at Millersville University in Millersville, PA 
Assembly '26 is a new, conference-wide gathering for EVERYONE who is a part of LMC!

Early-bird registration ends on February 28, with  
regular conference costs going into effect March 1. Save your  
spot and register today! If you have any questions, please  
email assembly@lmcchurches.org.

Register here: lmcchurches.org/assembly-26/

Full Conference (Early Bird Price)
Adult/YouthCon Full Conference Package: $320

Elementary Child Registration: $290

Baby/Toddler (age 4 and younger): $80
Cost includes lodging for 3 nights and 3 meals/day; for  
elementary children and baby/toddler, cost includes childcare

Day Pass (Early Bird Price) 
Adult One Day Pass  
(Includes one meal): $50

Adult Two Day Pass  
(Includes one meal per day): $100

Assembly '26 & YouthCon 
Registration is Now Open!
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For LMC Churches, being a Spirit-Led 
movement means embracing a dynamic 

and transformative approach to faith, guid-
ed by the Holy Spirit. We root this approach 
in our mission of “Making disciples of Jesus, 
mobilizing every member as a missionary, 
and multiplying faith communities locally 
and beyond." 

But what does it mean, practically, to be 
Spirit-led?

First, it means we are open to new direc-
tions and approaches, ensuring that all de-
cisions, actions, and ministries are guided by 
the Holy Spirit. We recognize the Spirit’s role in 
empowering believers and guiding the church 
because the Spirit has the needs of the commu-
nity in mind. We are called to embrace a life of 
flexibility and adaptability. 

It also means empowering members to take an active role 
in ministry and mission, recognizing each individual’s unique 
gifts and talents. In other words, members are encouraged to 
live with a missional mindset by sharing the message of Christ 
and serving others, both locally and globally. Additionally, LMC 
must prioritize discipleship and seek to help believers deepen 
their relationship with Jesus Christ and live out their faith in 
practical ways. 

Finally, LMC seeks to be Spirit-led in our Anabaptist tradi-
tion. We are rooted in this long history that emphasizes the im-
portance of community, discipleship, and service, and affirms 
the authority of Scripture. Like our spiritual ancestors, we seek 
to live out Christ's teachings in a way that is both faithful to its 
heritage and relevant to today's context. We are committed to 
peace and nonviolence, reflecting the teachings of Jesus and 
our Anabaptist roots.

To achieve this mission, we are declaring that “Jesus Christ 
is Lord of absolutely everything!” He is the cornerstone of our 
organization and the centerpiece we are all relying and building 
on. LMC also emphasizes our core values, which are leading us 
as a movement guided by the Holy Spirit. 

These core values are:
	 Delighting in God: Discovering the fullness of  
	 God’s presence.

	 Following Jesus: Walking daily on mission with Jesus.

	 Deepening Surrender: Yielding more fully to God  
	 every day.

	 Intercultural Embrace: Relating to all peoples with  
	 God’s heart.

	 Apostolic Innovation: Creating and building with God.

The Spirit is leading us into a new chapter of innovative 
movement, and we are seeking to keep Jesus as Lord at the cen-
ter as we faithfully follow him into the unknown. 

Louis Mbulu Kabamba was born and raised in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. He and his wife, Chantal Tshike Kabamba, 
have three children and host two children from Haiti. Louis started 
serving God at a young age in his family’s Catholic Church. He gave 
his life to Christ in 1997 and moved to the USA in 1999, where he 
helped gather a small group of French-speaking people with a 

desire to serve Jesus. They are now the Evangelical Center for the Revival and affiliated with 
LMC in 2012. Louis is an ordained Bishop in the Susquehanna River District and serves as 
treasurer and a member of the Board.

LMC leaders responding in prayer and worship during our final session of Fall Leadership Assembly. Photo by Mercedes Thomas.

What Does It Mean for LMC to 
Be a Spirit-Led Movement?
BY LOUIS KABAMBA

https://lmcchurches.org/shalom-news/
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BY ELIGIO & JUANITA NUÑEZ

To be led by the Spirit, it is important to know what Je-
sus did, said, and taught. We find in Acts 1:1: "In my 

former book, O Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus 
began to do and to teach…" (NIV). We then may ask, what 
truth is implied in this verse? We can understand that the 
continuation of Jesus’ work would remain in the hands of 
his disciples and then in us, his followers. 

Jesus left instructions the disciples should remember. Acts 
1:4 says, "On one occasion, while [Jesus] was eating with them, 
he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 
for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about.’" So they returned to Jerusalem and gathered to pray and 
wait. This is a fitting example of following Jesus, which is essen-
tial and relevant in the life of every disciple. 

In the same way, the Holy Spirit empowers us to be witness-
es to our generation. The Gospel of John says, "But the Advo-
cate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you (14:26)."

Later in the book of Acts: "But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth (1:8).”

The true life of the church flows from the Spirit of God, who 
guides, strengthens, and reveals the Father's purpose. It is a 

What it Means to Be a Movement 
Led by the Holy Spirit

lifestyle that transforms everything we do. We cannot live the 
Christian life without the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

We see the congregations of our district living the mission 
of LMC to be a Spirit-led movement. They seek souls in prayer 
and teach God's Word to bring others to the Lord. Our mission 
serves as a motivator to lead people to Christ. Everything we 
do as LMC congregations must be intentional, knowing that 
it is important to share the good news with the poor in spir-
it, because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. We take the Great 
Commission seriously because making disciples of Christ is our 
number one priority.

So, let us take a moment to reflect: 

	 What are we doing to develop a greater measure of listening  
	 and being led by the Holy Spirit? 

	 How are we applying this in our daily lives, in our families,  
	 and in our communities? 

Jesus taught us that it is by being led by the Spirit that we 
will impact others with our testimony and lifestyle. Let us con-
tinue to listen to what the Spirit is saying—and also listen to 
each other. Then we will see that, by our growing intimacy with 
the Lord, he will bring us all to the fulfillment of his holy, perfect, 
and divine will. 

Eligio and Juana Nuñez are currently the Pastors of Ebenezer 
Christian Church in Apopka, FL. They also serve as Bishops in 
the Southeast Mennonite Conference of LMC. They have been 
married for 49 years—20 of those in ministry together. They 
are blessed to have three children and two grandchildren.

Left: A congregation from Southeast Mennonite Conference 
holding signs saying "Come to Jesus," "Jesus is Coming," and 
"Jesus Loves You". Photos provided by the author.

Below: Members of Iglesia Cristiana Ebenezer, a congregation 
of the Southeast Mennonite Conference. 
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SPANISH TRANSLATIONS

¿Qué significa para LMC ser un movimiento guiado por el Espíritu?
POR LOUIS KABAMBA

Para las Iglesias LMC, ser un movimiento guiado por el Espíritu significa adoptar 
un enfoque dinámico y transformador de la fe, guiado por el Espíritu Santo. Fun-

damentamos este enfoque en nuestra misión de «Hacer discípulos de Jesús, mov-
ilizando a cada miembro como misionero y multiplicando las comunidades de fe a 
nivel local e internacional». 

Pero, ¿qué significa, en la práctica, ser guiados por el Espíritu?
Primero, significa estar abiertos a nuevas direcciones y enfoques, asegurando 

que todas las decisiones, acciones y ministerios sean guiados por el Espíritu Santo. 
Reconocemos el papel del Espíritu en el fortalecimiento de los creyentes y la guía de 
la iglesia porque el Espíritu tiene presentes las necesidades de la comunidad. Esta-
mos llamados a abrazar una vida de flexibilidad y adaptabilidad.

Esto también significa capacitar a los miembros para que participen activamente 
en el ministerio y la misión, reconociendo los dones y talentos únicos de cada persona. 
En otras palabras, se anima a los miembros a vivir con una mentalidad misionera, 
compartiendo el mensaje de Cristo y sirviendo a los demás, tanto a nivel local como 
global. Además, LMC debe priorizar el discipulado y buscar ayudar a los creyentes a 
profundizar su relación con Jesucristo y a vivir su fe de manera práctica.

Finalmente, LMC busca ser guiada por el Espíritu Santo en nuestra tradición anabap-
tista. Estamos arraigados en esta larga historia que enfatiza la importancia de la comuni-
dad, el discipulado y el servicio, y que afirma la autoridad de las Escrituras. Al igual que 
nuestros antepasados espirituales, buscamos vivir las enseñanzas de Cristo de una manera 
que sea fiel a su herencia y relevante para el contexto actual. Estamos comprometidos con 
la paz y no la violencia, reflejando las enseñanzas de Jesús y nuestras raíces anabaptistas.

Para lograr esta misión, declaramos que «¡Jesucristo es Señor de absoluta-
mente todo!». Él es la piedra angular de nuestra organización y el pilar sobre el que 
todos nos apoyamos y construimos. LMC también enfatiza nuestros valores funda-
mentales, que nos guían como movimiento guiado por el Espíritu Santo.

Estos valores fundamentales son: 
•  	Deleitarse en Dios: Descubrir la plenitud de la presencia de Dios.
•  	Seguir a Jesús: Caminar diariamente en misión con Jesús.
•  	Entregarse cada día más plenamente a Dios.
• 	 Abrazar la interculturalidad: Relacionarse con todas las personas con el  
	 corazón de Dios.
•  	Innovación apostólica: Crear y edificar con Dios.

El Espíritu Santo nos guía hacia una nueva etapa de movimiento innovador, y 
buscamos mantener a Jesús como Señor en el centro mientras lo seguimos fielmente 
hacia lo desconocido. 

Louis Mbulu Kabamba nació y creció en la República Democrática del Congo. Está casado con 
Chantal Tshike Kabamba, con quien tiene tres hijos y dos niños haitianos a quienes acogen. Louis 
comenzó a servir a Dios desde joven en la Iglesia Católica, la iglesia de su familia. Entregó su vida 
a Cristo en 1997 y se mudó a los Estados Unidos en 1999, donde ayudó a reunir a un pequeño 
grupo de francófonos con el deseo de servir a Jesús. Este grupo es ahora el Centro Evangélico 
para el Avivamiento, su congregación. Se afiliaron a LMC en 2012. Actualmente, Louis es obispo 
ordenado del Distrito del Río Susquehanna y se desempeña como tesorero y miembro del Consejo 
Ejecutivo de la Conferencia (CEC).

Que Significa ser un Moviemiento Guidado por el Espiritu Santo
POR ELIGIO Y JUANITA NUÑEZ

Lo que significa ser un movimiento dirigido por el Espíritu Santo. Para ser guiados 
por el Espíritu, es particularmente importante saber lo que Jesús hizo, dijo y en-

señó. Encontramos en el libro de Hechos 1:1: "En el primer relato, oh Teófilo, hablé 
de todas las cosas que Jesús comenzó a hacer y a enseñar". Entonces podemos pre-
guntarnos, ¿qué verdad está implícita en este versículo? Podemos entender que la 
continuación de la obra quedaría en manos de sus discípulos y luego en nosotros, 
sus seguidores.. 

Jesús dejó instrucciones que debían tener en cuenta. Hechos 1:4 "Y estando re-
unidos, les mandó que no se fuesen de Jerusalén, sino que esperaran la promesa del 
Padre, la cual, les dijo: Habéis oído de mí." Regresaron a Jerusalén y se reunieron para 
orar y esperar. Este es un ejemplo apropiado a seguir, que es esencial y relevante en 
la vida de cada discípulo de Jesús. De la misma manera, el Espíritu Santo nos capacita 
para ser testigos de nuestra generación.

San Juan 14:26 - "Pero el Consolador, el Espíritu Santo, a quien el Padre enviará 
en mi nombre, él os enseñará todas las cosas, y os recordará todo lo que os he dicho."

Más adelante en el libro de Hechos 1:8 "pero recibiréis poder, cuando el Espíritu 
Santo haya venido sobre vosotros, y me seréis testigos en Jerusalén, y en toda Judea, 
en Samaria y hasta los confines de la tierra". 

La verdadera vida de la iglesia fluye del Espíritu de Dios que guía, fortalece y 
revela el propósito del Padre. Es un estilo de vida que transforma todo lo que hace-
mos. No podemos vivir la vida cristiana sin la guía del Espíritu Santo. 

Vemos a las congregaciones de nuestro distrito viviendo la misión de LMC como 
un movimiento guiado por el Espíritu al buscar almas en oración y enseñar la Palabra 
de Dios para llevarlas al Señor. Esta misión de LMC sirve como motivador para llevar 
a las personas a Cristo. Todo lo que hacemos como congregaciones LMC debe ser in-
tencional sabiendo que es importante compartir las buenas nuevas con los pobres de 
espíritu, porque de ellos es el Reino de los Cielos. Tomamos en serio la Gran Comisión, 
porque hacer discípulos de Cristo es nuestra prioridad número uno.

Estos valores fundamentales son: 

• 	 ¿Qué estamos haciendo para desarrollar una mayor medida de escucha y de ser  
	 guiados por el Espíritu Santo?.

• 	 ¿Cómo estamos aplicando esto en nuestra vida diaria, en nuestras familias y en  
	 nuestras comunidades?

Jesús nos enseñó que, al ser guiados por el Espíritu, más tarde impactaremos a 
los demás con nuestro testimonio y estilo de vida. 

Sigamos escuchando la voz de lo que dice el Espíritu y escuchándonos unos a 
otros. Entonces veremos que, por nuestra creciente intimidad con el Señor, Él nos 
llevará a todos al cumplimiento de Su santa, perfecta y divina voluntad. 

Eligio y Juana Núñez son actualmente pastores de la Iglesia Cristiana Ebenezer en Apopka, Flori-
da. También sirven como obispos en la Conferencia Menonita del Sureste de LMC. Llevan 49 años 
casados, 20 de ellos en el ministerio juntos. Tienen la bendición de tener tres hijos y dos nietos.
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BY FELIXA V. DE KUNKLE

Prayer is one of the greatest gifts God has given his people. It is not merely 
words spoken into the air, but instead a living connection with the Cre-

ator of heaven and earth. Through prayer, we open our hearts to God’s pres-
ence, offering adoration, gratitude, struggles, and petitions. It is in prayer 
that we draw near to the Lord and align our will with his purposes.

Jesus himself modeled this life of prayer. He prayed that the kingdom of God 
would come near and that the power of the Holy Spirit would be released. His 
disciples witnessed this power and, rather than asking him how to preach or lead, 
they pleaded, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  Too often, the church forgets the strength of 
this tool—until we use it and see its transforming effect.

For the community of faith, prayer sustains unity and strengthens fellowship. 
When believers join together in prayer, they bear one another’s burdens and invite 
the Spirit of God to move among them. Throughout history, prayer has not only 
encouraged individuals but has also transformed entire nations. Prayer is essen-
tial—not optional—for our personal walk, for the church’s mis-
sion, and for the advancement of God’s kingdom. 

Felixa was born in Honduras, but has lived in Lancaster for over 20 years with her husband 
and son. Felixa has served at LMC since 2019, currently serving as office coordinator and 
prayer intercessor. She is fluent in Spanish, English, and German, and uses her translation skills 
to serve LMC. Felixa and her family attend Millersville Mennonite Church.

The Power of Prayer in 
the Community of Faith

Oftentimes, our prayer lives can be 
filled with worries, requests, gratitude, 
and thoughts as we monologue to 
God. But just like any other relation-
ship, sometimes we need to just sit and 
listen, rather than talk. Listening prayer 
helps us to quiet our minds and instead 
focus on hearing God’s voice. No one 
can force God to speak, so listening 
prayer is not in our control; instead, we 
practice our ability to hear the voice of 
God when we put ourselves in a place 
to hear him when he speaks.

Some Ways to Get Started
	 Practice lectio divina (divine read-

ing) as a form of listening prayer. 
Read a short portion of Scripture, 
and listen for a word or phrase to 
catch your attention. Re-read the 
passage and sit in silence in God’s 
presence and invite him to speak to 
you about that word or phrase.

	 Listen to worship music. What cap-
tures your heart? Repeat the words 
to yourself. Hear Jesus speaking 
those words to you. Let them reside 
in you and quiet your heart.

	 Give yourself twenty minutes and 
get into a relaxed posture. Wel-
come the Lord to speak to you: Fa-
ther, I invite you into this moment and 
space with me. I am listening. What 
is it that you want to speak to me? 
What do you want me to hear? If your 
thoughts start to wander, gently 
redirect your attention back on lis-
tening. This is a discipline that takes 
practice, so give yourself grace. Take 
the full twenty minutes, refocusing 
your attention as many times as you 
need. Listen for the Lord’s voice. 

Spiritual Discipline:  
Listening Prayer

Bishop Hyacinth Stevens praying with 
a leader at Fall Leadership Assembly. 
Photo by Mercedes Thomas.
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El Poder de la Oración 
en la Comunidad de Fe
POR FELIXA V. DE KUNKLE

La oración es uno de los dones más grandes que Dios ha dado a su pueblo. No son 
simplemente palabras lanzadas al aire, sino una conexión viva con el Creador del 

cielo y la tierra. A través de la oración abrimos nuestros corazones a su presencia, 
llevando delante de Él nuestra gratitud, luchas y peticiones. Es en la oración donde 
nos acercamos al Señor y alineamos nuestra voluntad con sus propósitos. 

Jesús mismo modeló esta vida de oración. Oró para que el Reino de Dios se 
acercara y para que el poder del Espíritu Santo fuera derramado. Sus discípulos 
fueron testigos de ese poder y, en lugar de pedirle que les enseñara a predicar o diri-
gir, le rogaron: “Señor, enséñanos a orar.” Con frecuencia, la iglesia olvida la fuerza de 
esta herramienta—hasta que la usamos y vemos su efecto transformador.

Para la comunidad de fe, la oración sostiene la unidad y fortalece la comunión. 
Cuando los creyentes se unen en oración, llevan las cargas de los otros e invitan al 
Espíritu de Dios a moverse entre ellos. A lo largo de la historia, la oración no solo 
ha animado a individuos, sino que ha transformado naciones enteras. La oración es 
esencial—no opcional—para nuestro caminar personal, para la misión de la iglesia 
y para el avance del reino de Dios. 

Felixa nació en Honduras, pero lleva más de 20 años viviendo en Lancaster con su 
esposo e hijo. Felixa ha servido en LMC desde 2019, actualmente como coordinadora 
de oficina e intercesora de oración. Habla español, inglés y alemán con fluidez, y 
utiliza sus habilidades como traductora para servir a LMC. Felixa y su familia asisten 
a la Iglesia Menonita de Millersville.

Disciplina espiritual:  
La oración contemplativa
A menudo, nuestra vida de oración se llena de preocupaciones, peticiones, grat-
itud y pensamientos mientras le hablamos a Dios en voz alta. Pero, como en 
cualquier otra relación, a veces necesitamos simplemente sentarnos a escuchar, 
en lugar de hablar. La oración contemplativa nos ayuda a aquietar la mente y, 
en cambio, a concentrarnos en escuchar la voz de Dios. Nadie puede obligar a 
Dios a hablar, por lo que la oración contemplativa no depende de nosotros; en 
cambio, practicamos nuestra capacidad de escuchar la voz de Dios cuando nos 
disponemos a oírle cuando habla. 

Algunas maneras de empezar
	 Practica la lectio divina (lectura divina) como una forma de oración 

contemplativa. Lee un breve pasaje de las Escrituras y presta atención a una 
palabra o frase que llame tu atención. Relee el pasaje y siéntate en silencio 
en la presencia de Dios e invítalo a que te hable sobre esa palabra o frase.

	 Escucha música de adoración. ¿Qué te conmueve? Repite las palabras para 
ti mismo. Escucha a Jesús dirigiéndose a ti con esas palabras. Deja que 
moren en ti y aquieten tu corazón. 

	 Tómate veinte minutos y relájate. Invita al Señor a que te hable: Padre, 
te invito a este momento y espacio conmigo. Te escucho. ¿Qué quieres 
decirme? ¿Qué quieres que oiga? Si tus pensamientos empiezan a divagar, 
vuelve a centrar tu atención en escuchar. Esta es una disciplina que requiere 
práctica, así que sé paciente contigo mismo. Tómate los veinte minutos 
completos, reenfocando tu atención cuantas veces lo necesites. Escucha la 
voz del Señor.

LMCCHURCHES.ORG/SHALOM-NEWS      7

https://lmcchurches.org/shalom-news/
https://lmcchurches.org/shalom-news/


8      SHALOM NEWS  |  JANUARY–MARCH 2026

Left: Congregants worshiping 
together at Peace Mennonite. 

Right: Father and son together in 
the scenic landscape of Colorado.

Below: Exterior photo of Peace 
Mennonite Community Church.

Founded in 1985 through the prayerful vision of its founding pastor, spouse, and a 
small group of believers, Peace Mennonite Community Church began as a home 

fellowship responding to the need for a new Mennonite congregation in east Denver. 
Grounded in the gospel of Christ and guided by Anabaptist values, the church grew 
into a vibrant, multigenerational community in the heart of Aurora—committed to 
discipleship, mission, and the transformative love of Jesus.

Despite Colorado’s growth, the state’s spiritual climate presents unique challenges. 
With one of the nation’s highest percentages of religiously unaffiliated adults and wide-
spread skepticism toward Christianity, many ministries struggle to make inroads in their 
communities and have faced decline. Peace, too, experienced a season of decline. Yet, 
instead of withdrawing, the congregation chose to seek God for renewal. In 2018, the 
church entered a prayerful revitalization process—not built on complex models or pro-
grams, but instead on rediscovering the simple, powerful mission of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:19) and rekindling love for that calling.

Since then, God has blessed Peace with new life. A small number of younger fam-
ilies and individuals who were previously unchurched have found a spiritual home, 
enriching the church’s growing diversity of age, background, and culture. While still a 
small and scrappy congregation, Peace remains steadfast in forming and multiplying 
followers of Jesus who live out his restorative mission in everyday life.

That mission now extends beyond Sunday gatherings. Peace partners with local 
organizations to serve the Aurora community and beyond—hosting upcoming Bible 
classes for nearby public school students, collecting essential goods and discipleship 
materials for children overseas, and organizing a coat drive to help those in need during 
Colorado’s cold winters.

Today, Peace Mennonite Community Church stands devoted to 
living out Christ’s mission together and seeking the Spirit’s leading as 
it advances God’s kingdom in Aurora and beyond. 

Kevin B. Santiago, Senior Pastor in Aurora, CO, walks life and faith alongside his amazing wife and 
three children. An avid rock climber, he passionately serves God’s kingdom, helping churches make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

DISTRICT: South Central District

LOCATION: Aurora, Colorado

AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE: 60

WORSHIP SERVICE: Sunday 10:30 a.m.

PASTOR: Kevin B. Santiago

FOUNDED: 1985

LEARN MORE: peacecolorado.com

CONGREGATIONAL PROFILE:

Peace Mennonite Community Church 
A Story of Renewal and Mission
BY KEVIN B. SANTIAGO
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CONGREGATIONAL PROFILE:

Western Mennonite Church 

Western Mennonite Church is in the heart of Oregon’s Willamette Valley, an area known 
for its agricultural diversity and abundance. The church was founded in 1948 to serve 

families working and volunteering at Western Mennonite School. Today, they still meet on 
the school’s campus (now called West-
ern Christian School), located ten miles 
north of Oregon’s capital, Salem.

While the school continues to 
thrive, over the years it has counted 
fewer and fewer Mennonite students 
and faculty among its numbers. And 
the church is now primarily attended 
by people with no formal connection 
to the school. Over time, attendance 
dwindled to the point that a vote was 
taken to potentially close the church. 
However, the decision was made to 
continue meeting, and a core group of 
families formed a “Launch Team” to help re-imagine what church could look like and how 
we can better serve our community in the years ahead.

In recent years, Western Mennonite has at times felt like a house church or a small 
group. We have the flexibility to meet on a Saturday evening instead of a Sunday morning, 
or to turn a service into an impromptu hymn sing if the invited speaker calls in sick. 

With our attendance now stabilizing, we hired an Interim Pastor, Dwayne Hilty. Our con-
gregation is exploring ways to reconnect with the school community, particularly families 
who might not have a church home. 

Western Mennonite Church joined LMC in September 2025. We look forward to fellow-
shipping and worshiping together with other LMC congregations. 

Chris Lehman attends Western Mennonite Church, along with his wife and three children. Chris was baptized as a teenager at 
Stumptown Mennonite Church, an LMC congregation in Bird-in-Hand, Pennsylvania. 

DISTRICT: To be determined

LOCATION: Salem, Oregon

AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE: 25

WORSHIP SERVICE: Sunday 10:30 a.m.

PASTOR: Dwayne Hilty 

FOUNDED: 1948

LEARN MORE: wmchurch.org

Right: Several WMC 
families went camping 
together last summer 
in Oregon's Wallowa 
Mountains.

Far right: Sewing and 
assembling MCC school 
kits.

Below: WMC Interim Pas-
tor, Dwayne Hilty, leading 
children's time during a 
recent service.

Congregation photo from October 2025.

BY CHRIS LEHMAN

https://lmcchurches.org/shalom-news/
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BY MERCEDES THOMAS

This past September, LMC hosted a special, four-day Fall Leadership Assem-
bly to commemorate 500 years of Anabaptism. In addition to our normal 

gathering, we also had two days of training and resourcing around APEST, the 
fullness of Christ (apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds, and teachers; 
Eph. 4). Leaders from all around our LMC community had the opportunity to 
learn from Simon and Ceri Harris, the leaders of 5Q in Europe. 

Their time with our LMC family was 
profound. Simon and Ceri spoke of the 
five APEST functions as “graces,” a word 
that deeply resonated with us. Strategi-
cally, LMC leadership has been asking 
the question: What is LMC’s love lan-
guage? Meaning, the words, phrases, 
ideas, and concepts our people best 
understand. 

Simon and Ceri’s use of “graces” to 
describe APEST seemed to be a word 
that began to reveal this love language 

to us. As LMC leadership reflected on why this word struck such a deep chord, we 
began to find ourselves capable of articulating some of the other language that is un-
derstandable and powerful to our community.

Not only did the Harris’ help train and equip our leaders to better understand and 
implement APEST in their leadership, they were also instrumental in helping us find our 
LMC love language. We are so grateful for our brother and sister, Simon and Ceri, and 
their willingness to travel and spend several days with us! 

Learning the Love Language of LMC
Fall Leadership  
Assembly Resources 
At Fall Leadership Assembly, we reflected 
back on our history, considered how the Spir-
it is working among us today, and cast vision 
for the future still ahead of us.

If you were unable to attend, you don’t have 
to miss out completely! All of the record-
ings—including the resourcing and training 
around APEST, the Friday evening worship 
service, Saturday’s plenaries, and two semi-
nars—are available to watch on our website.

We are thankful for all of the speakers, staff, 
and attendees who helped make Fall Lead-

ership Assembly a 
meaningful time of 
connection and com-
missioning!

Praying and singing a song of blessing over our LMC Bishops 
during Fall Leadership Assembly. Photos by Mercedes Thomas.

Below: Leaders from the Great Lakes West and South Central 
Districts at the two-day resourcing event around APEST.
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Visit: lmcchurches.org/fla-2025-videos/
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LMC CREDENTIALING REPORT
In recent months, the following men and women were licensed, 
ordained, or installed:

Mike Dickert (Anita) was issued an ordination credential as asso-
ciate pastor at New Danville Mennonite Church in Lancaster, PA.

Kevin Brandford (Anna) was issued a license toward ordina-
tion as associate pastor at River Corner Church in Conestoga, PA.

David Buch (Lisa) moved from associate pastor to lead pastor 
at Alive Church - Ephrata in Ephrata, PA.

Sarah Giordano was issued a license toward ordination as as-
sociate pastor at Capital Christian Fellowship in Lanham, MD.

Omar Guzman (Tania) was installed as bishop of the Lebanon 
and Manheim Districts.

Lew Wanger (Jean) was installed as bishop of the Lebanon and 
Manheim Districts.

Niulka Arzu (Bairon) was issued an ordination credential as as-
sociate pastor at Casa de Adoracion in Wilmington, NC.

Bairon Arzu (Niulka) was issued an ordination credential as 
lead pastor at Casa de Adoracion in Wilmington, NC.

Ricardo Ordóñez (Cindy Blanco) was issued an ordination cre-
dential as lead pastor at Nuevo Amanacer - a church plant in Bos-
ton, MA. out of the Evangelical Garifuna Church in Manhattan.

Jorge Gonzales (Victoria Clotter) was issued an ordination cre-
dential as associate pastor at Evangelical Garifuna Church in 
Brooklyn, NY.

Victoria Clotter (Jorge Gonzales) was issued an ordination cre-
dential as associate pastor at Evangelical Garifuna Church in 
Brooklyn, NY.

Matthew Havens (Patricia) was issued an ordination credential 
as co-lead pastor at Yorks Corners Mennonite Church in Wells-
ville, NY.

Sarah Demster (Timothy) was issued an ordination credential 
as co-lead pastor at Yorks Corners Mennonite Church in Wells-
ville, NY.

Aurilano Fernandez (Maria Santamaria) was issued an ordina-
tion credential as lead pastor/church planter in Manhattan, sent 
from Iglesia Mennonita Unida de Avavameinto in Brooklyn, NY.

Maria Santamaria (Aurilano Fernandez) was issued an ordina-
tion credential as lead pastor/church planter in Manhattan, sent 
from Iglesia Mennonita Unida de Avavameinto in Brooklyn, NY.

Emmanuel Zakuba (Olive Kiasumu) was issued an ordination 
credential as associate pastor at Evangelical Center for Revival - 
Philadelphia in Hatfield, PA.

Tania Madymba (Berto Madymba) was issued an ordination 
credential as an associate pastor at the Evangelical Center for 
Revival in Middletown, PA.

Liliane Balula (Sylvain Kalombo) was issued a license for ordina-
tion as an associate pastor at the Evangelical Center for Revival 
in Middletown, PA.

Ryan Bomgardner (Gail) was affirmed as bishop of the Groff-
dale District, with an installation service scheduled for January 
2026.

Tom Eshleman (Jennifer) was affirmed as bishop of the Groff-
dale District, with an installation service scheduled for January 
2026.        

Bafukamire Fuke (Rukundo Nabwangu) was issued an ordina-
tion credential as lead pastor at Pentecostal Mennonite Church 
in Cleveland, OH.

Oscar Acosta (Rosa) was issued a license toward ordination as 
associate pastor at Iglesia Cristiana Ebenezer in Apopka, FL.

Zayra Soliz-Guity (Cesar Norales) was issued a license for ordi-
nation as an associate pastor at the Evangelical Garifuna Church 
of New Orleans in New Orleans, LA.

James Ostlund (Jodi) was installed as bishop in the South Cen-
tral District. 			                            

David Roth (Connie) was issued an ordination credential as lead 
pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship in Kingman, KS, and installed 
as bishop of the South Central District. 		                                                                                             

Kevin Santiago (MaCayla) was issued an ordination credential 
as lead pastor at Peace Mennonite Community Church in Auro-
ra, CO, and installed as bishop of the South Central District.

Celebrations
Here are some of the things we’re celebrating in LMC over the last several months!

WELCOMING OF NEW CONGREGATIONS TO LMC
In 2025, LMC affirmed fifteen new congregations to join our 
family! The majority of these congregations are a part of the 
newer South Central District, located throughout Kansas, Tex-
as, Colorado, Missouri, New Mexico, and Oklahoma. Keep an 
eye out for an upcoming issue of Shalom News, where we will 
have an extended feature on the growth of LMC over the past 
few years. For now, join us in welcoming and praying for these 
new congregations!

https://lmcchurches.org/shalom-news/


UPCOMING E VENTS
Complete calendar and more details available at LMCchurches.org.

LMC Women’s Prayer Gathering 
Every first Friday of each month 
8:00 a.m. 
LMC at 450 N. Prince St. Lancaster, PA 
717-293-5246 ext. 114 for more information

Winter Bible School 
Tuesdays starting January 13 or  
Thursdays starting January 15 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays;  
10:30 a.m. on Thursdays 
LMC at 450 N. Prince St., Lancaster, PA  
or by Zoom; For more information  
contact 717-293-5246 ext. 121 or  
whiggins@lmcchurches.org

LMC/EMM Quarterly Prayer Meeting 
January 15, 2026 
3:00 p.m. 
Landis Homes  
1001 East Oregon Rd. Lititz, Pa.  
717-293-5246 ext. 102

EMM Vision and Fundraising Banquet 
February 18, 2026 
12:00 p.m. 
Sarasota Community Church 
4041 Bahia Vista St., Sarasota, FL  
More information at emm.org.

The Potter’s House Ministries 
Annual Spring Banquet 
March 12, 2026 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 
Shady Maple Banquet Center  
thepottershouselancaster.com/events

Membership includes free
admission at the Biblical
Tabernacle Experience, 
the 1719 Museum, and the
Mennonite Life Museum.

Visit mennonitelife.org 
or call 717.393.9745

Become a 
Mennonite Life member!

Your life will never be the same.

EMM.ORG/ADVANCE

March–May 2026  •  Register by March 24th

Get a guided tour of 17 Anabaptist writings, 122 total pages.  
Five sessions will meet via Zoom every two weeks.  
Contact William Higgins at whiggins@lmcchurches.org or  
call 717-293-5246, ext. 121

Anabaptist Classics Reading Group
South German/Austrian Anabaptism 1527–1565

Compassionate,
Person-Centered

ServiceSS

LuminaByLandis.org | 1001 E. Oregon Rd, Lititz


